
Approximately 200 people took part in a joyous 
and historic Commencement Service on May 2 

in AMBS’s Chapel of the Sermon on the Mount, in-
cluding 16 of the 26 members of the Class of 2026. 
The event, which was also accessible via livestream, 
marked multiple milestones for the seminary:
•	 Two students were the first to earn a Doctor of 

Ministry in Leadership through a program that 
launched in January 2023.

•	 Ten students were the first to complete the fully 
online Spanish-language Graduate Certificate 
in Theological Studies program that began in 
August 2023 through a partnership between 
AMBS and Hispanic Ministries of Mennonite 
Church USA. Each student who began the pro-
gram completed it.

•	 Eight of nine students who are part of a Korean-
language Master of Arts: Theology and Global 
Anabaptism cohort traveled from South Korea 
to participate in the event and were recognized 
in advance of completing their degrees in 2027. 
Their customized program, which focuses on 
Anabaptist peace studies, began in 2022 through 
a partnership between AMBS and the Nehemiah 
Institute for Christian Studies in Seoul. It also has 
seen 100-percent retention.

Seminary celebrates historic 
trilingual commencement

•	 This was the first Commencement 
Service in the seminary’s his-
tory to be presented trilingually 
— with simultaneous translation 
from English into Korean and 
Spanish, some program elements 
presented in all three languages, 
and printed programs available 
in each language — to honor the 
students who were completing 
their studies entirely in Korean or Spanish.
“This year’s Graduation Weekend felt historic in 

many ways as we recognized graduates of three new 
programs created to meet needs across the church,” 
reflected David Boshart, PhD, President. “What 
made this experience most meaningful, though, 
was the remarkable perseverance and transforma-
tion represented by each student’s journey. Their 
stories are ones of courage, calling, spiritual growth 
and deep commitment to serving the church. Our 
faculty and staff have been privileged to witness the 
profound ways these students have been shaped as 
leaders, scholars and faithful followers of Jesus.”

Speaker Rev. Leonard Dow of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, Vice President of Community and 
(continued on p. 2)
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Church Development for Everence, encouraged the  
graduates to pay attention to God’s call in the 
“small beginnings” in their lives and ministries. 
After naming present-day challenges, he refer-
enced theologian Walter Brueggemann’s idea that 
individuals, organizations and communities can 
find themselves in one of three places: orientation, 
disorientation and reorientation.

For wisdom in this season 
of disorientation, he turned to 
Zechariah 4:10: “Do not despise 

these small begin-
nings, for the Lord 
rejoices to see the 
work begin, to see  
the plumb line in Zerubbabel’s hand.” 

These words came at a time when 
God’s people were experiencing destruc-
tion and despair, fearing that God had 
abandoned them, Dow said. In the 
biblical story, Zerubbabel took a risk by 
God’s grace and the Spirit’s movement 
and began to rebuild the foundation of 
the temple that had been destroyed. 

“We find that a brother, a man of God 
in his community, said, ‘No, we now 
need to begin thinking about rebuild-
ing, re-establishing, re-engaging, 
restoring,’” he told the graduates. “It’s 

(continued 
from p. 1)

vital in our season of disorientation that leaders 
such as yourselves are in step with the Spirit and 
open to noticing the small things that are seem-
ingly insignificant occurrences. By God’s grace it is 
being revealed that something else is coming.”

Dow cited Bible stories in which the kingdom of  
  God was revealed in small things and shared 
about times in his own ministry when God 
did something new in a season of disori-
entation, beginning with a small act. His 
work with Everence has included embracing 
small beginnings in the form of opening 
a credit union in a historically under-
resourced community in Philadelphia. 

When people learn not to despise small 
beginnings, he concluded, they can learn to wait 
on the Lord, to let go of expectations, to hold on to 
one another and to allow God to transform them. 

After the graduates received their diplomas, 
Jackie Wyse-Rhodes, PhD, Associate Professor of 
Hebrew Bible, gave them a blessing: “Rest assured 
that you have what you need to step forward into 
your vocation. Rest assured that you are beloved, 
you are enough, and you are never alone.”

Following the service, a reception was held in the 
courtyard and Waltner Hall Lounge for the semi-
nary community, the graduates and their guests. 
A video of the service is available at ambs.edu/
graduation. • — Annette Brill Bergstresser

”We now need to 
begin thinking 
about rebuilding, 
re-establishing, 
re-engaging, 
restoring.

Ten students were part of the 
first cohort to complete the fully 

online Spanish-language Graduate 
Certificate in Theological Studies 
program that began in August 2023 
through a partnership between AMBS 
and Hispanic Ministries of Mennonite 
Church USA. Seven of them received 
their certificates in person at the May 2 
Commencement Service. 

The 21-credit-hour program is taught entirely in Spanish and is 
designed to provide professionals, congregational leaders and bivo-
cational pastors with a foundation in theological and biblical study, 
spiritual enrichment, and fuller integration of theological studies into 
their work and ministry. Students in the program take seven three-
credit-hour courses over two and a half years, with one course each 
semester and one in the summer.

Learn more and apply: ambs.edu/certificates 

First cohort completes 
Spanish-language 
Graduate Certificate 
program

(l. to r:): David Boshart, PhD, President; José Guerra; 
Yanira López; Luis Tapia Rubio, MDiv, MPhil, Core Adjunct 
Faculty; Sandra Montes-Martinez; Violeta Ajquejay 
Suastegui, Associate Director of Hispanic Ministries, MC 
USA; Zaraí Gonzalía, PhD, Core Adjunct Faculty; Liliana 
Potes-Echeverry; Mario Rocha Iglesias; Alva Pérez 
González; Haroldo Martins Nunes; Marco Güete, MA, 
Director of Hispanic Ministries, MC USA. (Not pictured: 
Leticia Cortes Castro, Manuel García Noriega, Fernando 
Loyola Servín) (Credit: Esmirna Martins)
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*	Candidates who have six or fewer credits left  
to complete toward their degree

	Candidates who completed part or all of their 
degree or certificate at a distance

Doctor of Ministry in Leadership
Janeen Bertsche Johnson, 
Goshen, Indiana, plans to 
continue serving as Campus 
Pastor, Admissions Counselor, 
Alumni Director and Core 
Adjunct Faculty at AMBS. She 
is a member of Eighth Street 

Mennonite Church in Goshen.
James Rissler, Macon, 
Georgia, plans to continue 
serving as Pastor of Atlanta 
(Georgia) Mennonite Church.

Master of Arts: Theology and Global 
Anabaptism

Yishak Memiru Feleke, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, plans to con- 
tinue teaching at various theo- 
logical colleges and seminaries. 
He also will continue preparing 
training manuals for Meserete 
Kristos Church (MKC) regional 

churches as part of MKC’s Education Committee. 
He is a member of Lebu Addis Ababa MKC.

Abel Ekubagebreal Meshesha, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, plans to 
use his hands-on talents and 
technical expertise to serve his 
neighbors and support his 
calling to be a Christian theo- 
logian and peacemaker. He also 

teaches Bible study groups and conducts a house-
to-house ministry for Asco Addis Ababa Meserete 
Kristos Church. He would like to pursue a PhD.

Andrew James Metzler, 
Birmingham, Alabama, plans  
to continue working in health 
administration with a commu-
nity health system in the 
Birmingham area. He attends 
Crosscreek Baptist Church in 

Pelham, Alabama.
Gordon Ondiek Nyabade, 
Kisumu, Kenya, is pursuing a 
mission assignment with 
Mennonite Church Uganda. He 
also is connected with Kenya 
Mennonite Church. 

Meseret Shiferra 
Weyessa, Burayu, 
Sheger, Oromia, 
Ethiopia, plans to 
continue serving as  
a pastor at Malka 
Gafarsa Meserete 

Kristos Church in Burayu, where he 
teaches and preaches the gospel of Christ 
and plants churches. In the future, he 
would like to pursue a Doctor of Ministry.

Meet our new 
graduates! 

”Joining the AMBS 
community was my 
best decision, as it 
provided me with 
holistic formation, 
academic depth 
and practical 
leadership skills 
for ministry.  
— Abel Ekubagebreal 
Meshesha

The competency-based nature of 
AMBS’s DMin allowed me to articulate 
what I know and who I am as a leader, 
and then to develop a plan for growth 
from there. — James Rissler

(continued on p. 4)

The graduates 
throw their 
caps into the air 
in celebration 
following the 
service.
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Major: Christian Faith Formation
Amy Marshall, Columbus, 
Ohio, will serve as Campus 
Pastor of Bethel College in 
North Newton, Kansas, and 
also plans to seek opportunities 
to share Mennonite values with 
the wider world. Her home 

church is St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in 
Findlay, Ohio. While at AMBS, she attended 
Prairie Street Mennonite Church in Elkhart.

Stephanie Wieand, Goshen, 
Indiana, plans to continue 
serving part time as a member 
of the Pastoral Team at Berkey 
Avenue Mennonite Fellowship 
in Goshen, focusing on faith 
formation.

Major: Pastoral Ministry
Randall Douglas Koehler, 
Benson, Illinois, will end his 
time as Pastor of Hutterthal 
Mennonite Church in Freeman, 
South Dakota, on June 30 and 
begin as Pastor of Keller Park 
Church in South Bend, Indiana, 

on July 12. His home congregation is Metamora 
(Illinois) Mennonite Church.

”My degree did not make me 
a different person. It made 
me more fully who I am: 
a peacemaker, rooted in 
African and Christian values. 
— Christian Berambaye Nawai

The Class of 2026
Graduates by degree
2	 Doctor of Ministry in Leadership
5	 Master of Arts: Theology and Global Anabaptism 
1	 Master of Arts: Theology and Peace Studies
4	 Master of Divinity
4	 Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies
10	Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies (Spanish)  

(in partnership with Hispanic Ministries of Mennonite 
Church USA)

Graduates by ministry
11	 serving in pastoral ministry roles
4	 ministering on a voluntary basis in their congregations  

and communities
3	 seeking an assignment in mission, education or pastoral 

ministry, or discerning next steps
3	 plan to pursue further graduate studies

2	 serving as campus pastors
2	 serving in education	
2	 working in a nonprofit or social work setting
1	 each: serving as a billing assistant for a utility company;  

a chaplain; a clinical psychologist; a conference minister;  
a health administrator

(Some graduates are involved in multiple roles.)

Graduates by demographic
15	men
11	 women
9	 countries represented (Brazil, Chad, Colombia, El Salvador, 

Ethiopia, Guatemala, Kenya, Mexico, U.S.)
14	U.S. states represented (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 

Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska,  
New Jersey, New Mexico, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas)

21	graduates who completed part or all of their seminary  
studies at a distance

Master of Arts: Theology and  
Peace Studies

Christian Berambaye Nawai, 
N’Djamena, Chad, works as a 
Weekend Supervisor at Bashor 
Children’s Home in Goshen, 
Indiana. He’s also launching a 
global online peacebuilding 
network — “Djémelom 

(Peacemaker): Peace Built on Wisdom” — dedicated 
to transforming conflict and restoring human bonds. 

His home church is the 
Evangelical Church of Chad 
No. 12. While at AMBS, he 
attended Hively Avenue 
Mennonite Church and 
Living Faith in Elkhart.

Master of Divinity
Major: Chaplaincy

*Kandace Helmuth, Akron, 
Pennsylvania, plans to continue 
serving as a Chaplain Associate 
at Lancaster (Pennsylvania) 
General Hospital and Lancaster 
General Health’s Women and 
Babies Hospital. She attends 

Blossom Hill Mennonite Church in Lancaster.

(continued 
from p. 3)

AMBS has been a great space to take 
risks and pursue new opportunities, 
such as teaching undergrad students, 
planning experimental chapels and 
starting a podcast. — Amy Marshall

“AMBS has nudged me towards a life of faith where 
spirituality and art are relevant to theological work 
and where an ordinary day becomes holy ground. 
— Kandace Helmuth
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Graduate Certificate in Theological 
Studies

Julie Allyn, Boise, Idaho, 
recently began a position as 
Children and Youth Pastor at 
Boise First Congregational 
United Church of Christ. She 
also is a member of Hyde Park 
Mennonite Fellowship in Boise.

Samuel Graham Burke, New 
Mexico and Arkansas, plans to 
move to Arkansas.

Andrea Cramer, South Bend, 
Indiana, plans to continue 
serving as Executive Director  
of Neighbor to Neighbor, a 
friendship-based network for 
refugees and immigrants in 
South Bend. Her home church 

is Keller Park Church in South Bend. 

AMBS has been a space of deep  
learning, spiritual formation and  
discernment. I have been taught and 
challenged in ways that have devel-
oped into interfaith collaborations  
and consistent faith-based activism.  
— Julie Allyn

4	 graduates who previously earned graduate 
degrees from other schools

20	graduates who are affiliated with Mennonite 
World Conference member churches
14:	Mennonite Church USA
3: 	 Meserete Kristos Church (Ethiopia)
2:	 U.S. Conference of Mennonite 

Brethren Churches
1: 	 Kenya Mennonite Church and Mennonite 

Church Uganda
9	 graduates affiliated with other churches 

(Cooperative Baptist Fellowship; Mosaic 
Mennonite Conference; Partnership of 
Evangelical Churches and Missions in Chad; 
United Church of Christ USA; United Methodist 
Church; a nondenominational church)

(Some graduates are connected with multiple 
denominations.)

AMBS celebrates first DMin graduates

Janeen Bertsche 
Johnson of Goshen, 

Indiana (at right), and 
James Rissler of Macon, 
Georgia (at left), are the 
first students to com-
plete AMBS’s Doctor of 
Ministry in Leadership 
(DMin) program, which 
launched in January 2023.

Johnson presented her 
professional doctoral dis-
sertation — “Healing after 
the Shame of Difficult Ministry Endings” — at AMBS and via 
Zoom on Jan. 29. Rissler presented his dissertation — “How Faith-
Adjacent People Experience Spirituality in Wild Church” — at 
Atlanta (Georgia) Mennonite Church and via Zoom on March 4. 

“Both of these first two DMin presentations beautifully illus-
trated the academic rigor and pastoral heart that define AMBS,” 
said Jewel Gingerich Longenecker, PhD, DMin Program 
Director. “While thoroughly researched, these projects aren’t just 
academic exercises; they represent vital, transformative work 
that speaks directly to the challenges and opportunities facing the 
church today.”

AMBS’s 32-credit-hour Doctor of Ministry — a competency-
based program deliberately developed with an Anabaptist frame-
work — is designed to help ministry professionals strengthen their 
leadership capacities by building on what they’ve learned in their 
prior studies and leadership roles. 

Students complete online coursework while based in their 
professional ministry or leadership context, coming to AMBS 
each January for a week of intensive in-person class sessions. Each 
student is part of a cohort and has a faculty mentor and an advi-
sory ministry group to guide their studies. They can complete the 
program in as few as three years and as many as six years. 

Applications for the January 2027 cohort are due Sept. 15.  
To learn more or apply, see ambs.edu/dmin.

Ross Ryan Ringenberg, 
formerly of Elkhart, Indiana, 
posthumously received an 
Honorary Graduate Certificate. 
He passed away at age 33 on 
Dec. 6, 2016, after becoming ill 
while traveling in Scotland with 

friends. He was enrolled at AMBS at the time, 
having taken classes there since 2008. He was a 
member of Prairie Street Mennonite Church in 
Elkhart, where he served as an elder and promoted 
stewardship of creation. Anna Ruth Hershberger 
accepted Ross’ certificate on behalf of his family.

(continued 
on p. 6)
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Graduate Certificate in Theological 
Studies (Spanish)
(in partnership with Hispanic Ministries  
of Mennonite Church USA)

Leticia Cortes Castro, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
originally of Mexico, plans to 
continue serving full time in 
pastoral ministry at Centro de 
Alabanza de Filadelfia (Praise 
Center of Philadelphia), where 

she preaches, works with women and conducts 
pastoral visits.

Manuel Arturo García 
Noriega, Barranquilla, 
Atlántico, Colombia, is a 
clinical psychologist with his 
own practice and is the found-
ing pastor of Resplandece 
Mennonite Church in Pembroke 

Pines, Florida, which holds worship services both 
in person and via Zoom.

José A. Guerra, Omaha, 
Nebraska, and originally of 
Huehuetenango, Guatemala, 
plans to continue serving full 
time as Pastor of Spring of 
Living Water Church 
in Omaha.
Yanira E. López, Omaha, 
Nebraska, and originally of San 
Salvador, El Salvador, plans to 
continue working as a 
Customer Billing Assistant for 
the Metropolitan Utilities 
District of Omaha. She also 

plans to continue offering pastoral support on a 

voluntary basis at Spring of Living Water Church 
in Omaha.

Fernando Loyola Servín, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
originally of Mexico City, 
Mexico, plans to continue 
serving as Lead Pastor of 
Centro de Alabanza de Filadelfia 
(Praise Center of Philadelphia).
Haroldo Sergio Martins 
Nunes, Florida, plans to con- 
tinue serving as Pastor of 
Resplandece Mennonite Church, 
which holds worship services 
both via Zoom and in person in 
Pembroke Pines, Florida. He 

also serves Mosaic Mennonite Conference as a 
Hispanic leader and board member. He hopes to 
complete a Master of Divinity.

Sandra L. Montes-Martinez, 
Grand Prairie, Texas, plans to 
continue serving as Associate 
Conference Minister of 
Western District Conference of 
Mennonite Church USA. She is 
a member of Mount Horeb 

Mennonite Church in Dallas, Texas.

Alva Pérez González, 
Newton, Kansas, and originally 
of Mexico, plans to continue 
serving as Pastor of Bethany 
House Mennonite Church 
in Newton.

(continued 
from p. 5)

”

”

The Graduate Certificate has equipped  
me with practical, contextual tools 
that strengthen my work with congre-
gations, leaders and pastors within the 
conference and denomination.  
— Sandra Montes-MartinezAMBS Teaching Faculty members presented awards to selected 

candidates for graduation at the Dean’s Luncheon on May 1: 
•	 Randall Koehler: Award for Excellence in Biblical Interpretation
•	 Yanira López: Award for Excellence in Hispanic Ministries
•	 Amy Marshall: Heart of the Community Award
•	 Abel Ekubagebreal Meshesha: Award for Excellence in 

Theological Studies
•	 Stephanie Wieand: Award for Excellence in Preaching 

Graduates also received an issue of Vision: A Journal for Church 
and Theology from the Institute of Mennonite Studies and access 
to a religion database from the library.

Graduates receive awards

Rediscovering the Anabaptist theolog-
ical vision has significantly elevated my 
theological knowledge, opening up new 
opportunities for me to serve in leading 
the Latino community in the United 
States. — Haroldo Martins Nunes
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Employee transitions

The AMBS learning community has marked 
the following transitions in 2025–26  

(pictured l. to r.):
•	 Melissa Troyer ended her role as Director of Marketing and 

Communications on Dec. 19. 
•	 Morgan N. Koehler began Jan. 19 as Director of Marketing 

and Communications.
•	 Doug Amstutz, MDiv, retired from his role as half-time 

Development Associate for Canada on Jan. 31. 

Liliana Potes-Echeverry, 
Clifton, New Jersey, and 
originally of Colombia, plans to 
continue providing leadership 
for women’s groups and 
ministries. She also would like 
to obtain a teaching and/or 

pastoral ministry position. She is a member of 
Manhattan (New York) Mennonite Fellowship.

Mario Rocha Iglesias, 
Newton, Kansas, and originally 
of Mexico, plans to continue 
serving as Pastor of Bethany 
House Mennonite Church in 
Newton.

•	 Yoel Trakoon Masyawong, MA, began Feb. 1 as half-
time Development Associate for Canada — working 
remotely from Kitchener, Ontario. 

•	 Joseph C.L. Sawatzky, PhD, began Feb. 2 as Director 
of the Church Leadership Center.

Read the full articles: ambs.edu/news-and-updates

”

AMBS honors South 
Korean MA cohort

The seminary community was 
pleased to welcome eight of nine 

members of a Korean-language cohort 
of Master of Arts: Theology and 
Global Anabaptism students for a 
visit to AMBS. The students traveled 
from South Korea to participate in the 
Graduation Weekend activities and 
were recognized in advance of complet-
ing their degrees in 2027. 

Their customized program began in 2022 
through a partnership between AMBS and the 
Nehemiah Institute for Christian Studies (NICS) 
in Seoul. NICS leaders who knew Anabaptist lead-
ers in South Korea (including some AMBS alumni) 
initiated the partnership. The course materials are 

(l. to r.): Hyeonju Seong, Yongha Bae, Youngsoo Kang, KyeHyun Kim, Hyunji Lee, 
Seungmin Hyun, Dongeun Kim, Ha Sub Oh. (Not pictured: Sanghwan Ko)

Boshart reappointed for third term

The AMBS Board of Directors, the Executive 
Board of Mennonite Church USA, and the 

Joint Council of Mennonite Church Canada 
are pleased to announce the reappointment of 
David Boshart, PhD (at right), as President of 
AMBS for a third four-year term, beginning 
July 1, 2027.

“David’s vision, leadership, innovation, charac-
ter and executive skills continue to guide progress toward AMBS’s 
mission and vision,” said James Gunden, AMBS Board Chair. 
“We’ve seen AMBS’s operational performance and metrics grow 
stronger each year, along with its organizational culture. David 
has led AMBS to deeper engagement with our multinational 
Anabaptist conferences, denominations and church agencies.”

“In his leadership at AMBS, David brings together a vision for 
rigorous academic work with the larger calling of the church — 
forming leaders and communities equipped to bear God’s vision of 
shalom in the world,” reflected Doug Klassen, Executive Minister 
of Mennonite Church Canada. “He leads with a rare clarity and a 
compelling sense of hope.”

translated into Korean, and the courses are taught by AMBS faculty 
members or NICS faculty members, either in Korean or in English 
with Korean interpretation. Eight AMBS faculty members have trav-
eled to South Korea to teach courses in person.

“My studies gave me the opportunity 
to have an exciting journey into the 
historical events, the literary forms, 
the culture and other components 
that helped form the Bible.  
— Liliana Potes-Echeverry
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UPCOMING OFFERINGS
Invite AMBS
Invite a faculty member to speak 
in person or online on nonviolent 
communication, worship leading, 
Anabaptism today, intercultural com-
petence, peace and justice in Scripture, 
trauma-informed caregiving, and more. 
ambs.edu/invite

Spiritual Direction: 
Foundations
Grow in confidence and competence 
as a spiritual director. Complete the 
course in person or fully online. Begins 
Sept. 1; apply by July 15 to save $200.  
ambs.edu/seminars

Orienting With the Word
Ready to take a fresh look at the Bible? 
This free five-month program builds 
community and biblical competency 
through Bible study. See cohort dates 
and application deadlines:  
ambs.edu/orienting-with-the-word

You can afford seminary!
AMBS’s generous need-based financial 
aid, scholarships and church matching 
grants can help you study on campus 
or at a distance, full time or part time 
ambs.edu/affordability

New! Ecotheology studies 
offerings
Grow in practicing ecological justice 
through our Graduate Certificate in 
Ecotheology, our MA: Peace Studies: 
Ecotheology concentration or our 
MDiv: Peace Studies: Ecotheology 
major — or try one of our ecotheology 
courses to test the waters!  
ambs.edu/ecotheology

Graduate-level courses
Sept. 1 – Dec. 11: Distance-friendly 
options include Anabaptist Approaches 
to Scripture; Christian Ethics and 
Peace Theology; Controversial Texts 
in Paul’s Letters (six sessions); Luke-
Acts: Gospeling Peace Amid Empire; 
Practical Theology of the Climate 
Crisis; Reading Cultural Contexts; 
Spiritual Practices: Prayer and Scripture; 
Understanding Trauma in Ministry and 
Peacebuilding; and more. In-person 
courses are also available. Some courses 
may be audited. Nonadmitted students 
get 50% off their first two courses for 
credit! Sign up by Aug. 24.  
ambs.edu/upcoming-courses

Online Short Courses
Dig into Anabaptist theology, history  
and practice in our four- to six-week 
discussion-based noncredit courses. 
No grades, no papers!
•	 Exploring Peace and Justice in the 

Bible: Sept. 16 – Oct. 27
•	 Exploring Anabaptist History and 

Theology: Oct. 28 – Dec. 15 
•	 Understanding Anabaptist 

Approaches to Scripture:  
Feb. 3 – March 16

•	 Challenging Christian Nationalism: 
April 7 – May 4

•	 Transforming Congregational 
Conflict and Communication:  
April 7 – May 18

ambs.edu/short-courses

Journey: A Missional 
Leadership Development 
Program
This distance-friendly undergraduate-
level program offers mentor-mentee 
partnerships and community support. 
Begins Sept. 11; apply by July 17 to 
save $100. ambs.edu/journey

Pastors & Leaders 2027
Annual conference: Feb. 22–25
ambs.edu/pastors-and-leaders

Learn more and register: ambs.edu/plt

Expand your leadership skills!

Our affordable short-term online Practical Leadership Training  
modules are designed to help leaders increase their capacity  

to provide effective Christian leadership in congregational and  
community settings. 
The modules focus on areas of administration, leadership,  
contextual engagement and well-being. 
Select those that are best suited to your needs and interests! 

Four-session online workshops ($100) 
•	 Giving and Receiving Feedback 

Mondays, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26 • 7:30–9 p.m. ET 
Instructor: Betty Pries, PhD, CMed

•	 Leading Engaging Weddings and Funerals  
Tuesdays, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27 • 7–8:30 p.m. ET 
Instructor: Janice Yordy Sutter, MDiv

•	 Discernment in the Face of Big Tech 
Wednesdays, Oct. 21, 28; Nov. 4, 11 • 7–8 p.m. ET  
Instructor: Brent Graber, MA, MSEd

•	 Leadership Practices for Spiritual Vitality  
Tuesdays, Nov. 3, 10, 17; Dec. 1 • 3:30–5 p.m. ET 
Instructor: Shana Peachey Boshart

Online short course ($300)

•	 Pastoral Care for Survivors of Child Abuse 
Wednesdays, Oct. 13, 20, 27; Nov. 3, 10, 17 • 7:30–9 p.m. ET 
Instructor: Deborah Byler, DMin
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https://ambs.edu/invite-ambs/
https://ambs.edu/spiritual-direction-seminars/
https://ambs.edu/orienting-with-the-word/
https://ambs.edu/tuition-financial-aid-and-scholarships/
http://ambs.edu/ecotheology
https://ambs.edu/upcoming-courses/
https://ambs.edu/online-short-courses/
https://ambs.edu/journey-a-missional-leadership-development-program/
https://ambs.edu/pastors-and-leaders-conference/
https://ambs.edu/practical-leadership-training/

